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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Claims 1-34, 54-70 and 76-80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-34, 54-70 and 76-80 are directed 
to non- statutory subject matter because they lack any recitation of technology in the body of the 
claims, which is required in order to meet the statutory requirements. The Patent Office had 
taken the position that some form of technology must be claimed in the body of the claim. The 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences has stated that claims lacking any technology are 
"nothing more than [an] abstract idea which is not tied to any technological art and is not a useful 
art as contemplated by the Constitution." Ex parte Bowman, 61 USPQ2d 1669, 1671 (Bd. Pat. 
App. & Inter. 2001) (Unpublished). While it is understood that the Bowman case is not 
precedential, it is cited herein for its content and reasoning. The Examiner suggests amending 
the claims to include language directed to a computer to overcome this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-6, 9-13, 15-17, 19-23, 25-27, 29-31, 33-40, 43-47, 49-52, 54-55, 57-58, 60-61, 
63-67 and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by the Guzman patent 
application (US 2003/0182227 AT). 

The Guzman reference discloses: 

1 . A computer-implemented method for tracking and reporting the status of automated 
clearing house ("ACH") transactions processed by an ACH operator, comprising the steps of 
receiving an ACH file for ACH processing, the ACH file comprising an 
ACH batch that comprises an ACH transaction item; [0006] 

tracking a status of the ACH file during each of a plurality of ACH file 
processing events, the file processing events comprising at least one of receiving 
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the ACH file, confirming the ACH file, and approving the ACH file and at least 
one of pending the ACH file, processing the ACH file, processing the ACH batch 
in the ACH file, and processing the ACH transaction item in the ACH batch; 
[0010] and 

presenting the status of the ACH file in response to a query to obtain the 
status of the ACH file. [0010] 

2. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 1, wherein 

said presenting step comprises the steps of 

receiving a query to obtain the status of the ACH file; [0006] 

retrieving the tracked status of the ACH file in response to receiving the query; 
[0010] and 

presenting the tracked status of the ACH file. [0010] 

3. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 2, wherein the 
status of the ACH file for a respective one of the ACH file processing events 

comprises one ofjite ^t^qnfinned;__COTfiiTned,_awaiting.approval;-approved; 

rejected; accepted; pending; ready; and downloaded. [0010] 

4. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 1, 

wherein said presenting step comprising presenting a status history of the ACH 
file indicating a plurality of status changes associated with the ACH file 
processing events. [0056] 
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5. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 1, 

wherein said presenting step comprising presenting a current status of the ACH 
file associated with one the ACH file processing events. [0010] 



6. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 1, 

wherein said tracking step comprises recording a date and time of each status 
change associated with completion of a respective one of the ACH file 
processing events. [0052] 

9. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of: 

tracking a status of the ACH batch in the ACH file during each of a 
plurality of ACH batch processing events; [0010] and 

presenting the status of the ACH batch in response to a query to obtain the 
status of the ACH batch. [0010] 

10. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 9, wherein said 
presenting step comprises the steps of: 

receiving a batch query to obtain the status of the ACH batch; [0006] 

retrieving the tracked status of the ACH batch in response to receiving 
the batch query; [0010] and 

presenting the tracked status of the ACH batch. [0010] 
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1 1 . The computer-implemented method according to Claim 9, wherein 
the plurality of ACH batch processing events comprises at least one of receiving 
the ACH file, confirming the ACH file, approving the ACH file, pending the 
ACH file, processing the ACH file, processing the ACH batch in the ACH file, 
and processing the ACH transaction item in the ACH batch. [0010] 

12. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 11, 
wherein the status of the ACH batch for a respective one of the ACH batch 
processing events comprises one of rejected, accepted, and pending. [0010] 

13. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 9, wherein 
a third party sending point communicates the file received in said receiving an 
ACH file step on behalf of an originator, [0032] and 

wherein the originator communicates the query received in said receiving 
a batch query step. [0033] 

15. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of 

tracking a status of the ACH transaction item in the ACH batch during 
each of a plurality of ACH transaction item processing events; [0010] 

receiving a query to obtain the status of the ACH 

transaction item; [0006] 

retrieving the tracked status of the ACH transaction 
item; [0010] and 
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presenting the tracked status of the ACH transaction 
item. [0010] 



16. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 15, wherein 
the plurality of ACH transaction item processing events comprises at least one of 
receiving the ACH file, confirming the ACH file, approving the ACH file, pending 
the ACH file, processing the ACH file, processing the ACH batch in the ACH file, 
and processing the ACH transaction item in the ACH batch. [0010] 

17. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 15, wherein 
the status of the ACH transaction item for a respective one of the ACH 
transaction item processing events comprises one of accepted and rejected. [0010] 

19. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 15, further 
comprising the steps of 

creMing"an blit^ing~ACH file comprising the ACH 
transaction item; [0038] 

tracking a status of the outgoing ACH file; [0038] and 
presenting the tracked status of the outgoing ACH file in response to 
receiving a query to present the tracked status of the outgoing ACH file. [0038] 



20. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the computer-implemented method of Claim 1. [0033] 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,774 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3624 

21. A computer-implemented method for tracking and reporting the status 
of automated clearing house ("ACH") transactions processed by an ACH 
operator, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of ACH files for ACH processing, each of the ACH 
files comprising at least one ACH batch that that each comprise at least one ACH 
transaction item; [0006] 

tracking a current status and a status history of each of the ACH files, 
ACH batches, and ACH transaction items during a plurality of ACH processing 
events, the file processing events comprising at least one of receiving each of the 
ACH files, confirming each of the ACH files, and approving each of the ACH files 
and at least one of pending each of the ACH files, processing each of the ACH 
files, processing each of the ACH batches in respective ones of the ACH files, and 
processing each of the ACH transaction items in respective ones of the ACH 
batches; [0010] and 

presenting one of the current status and the status history of one of the 
ACH files,.the ACH batches, and the ACH transaction itemsT-tOOlO] 

22. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 21, wherein 
said presenting step comprises the steps of: 

presenting a summary list of the ACH files, ACH batches, and ACH 
transaction items, the summary list comprising a file link to a list of ACH files, a 
batch link to a list of ACH batches, and an item link to a list of ACH transaction 
items; [[0016] - [0018] 
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detecting selection of the file link; [0018] and 

presenting a list of the ACH files in response to detecting selection of the 
file link, the list of ACH files comprising the current status of each of the ACH 
files and a plurality of detailed file links, each of the detailed file links comprising 
a link to a detailed status of a respective one of the ACH files. [00 16] -[00 18] 

23. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 22, 
wherein said presenting step fiuther comprises the steps of: 

detecting selection of one of the detailed file links; [0049] and 

presenting the detailed status of the respective one of the ACH files 
corresponding to the selected detailed file link, the detailed status comprising the 
current status and the status history of the corresponding one of the ACH files. 
[0055]-[0063] 

25. The comput^impl^ented method_accordm — - 

wherein the detailed file links comprise one of an accepted file link and a rejected 

file link. [0061] 

26. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 2 1 , 
wherein said presenting step comprises the steps o£ 

presenting a summary list of the ACH files, ACH batches, and ACH 
transaction items, the summary list comprising a file link to a list of ACH files, a 
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batch link to a list of ACH batches, and an item link to a list of ACH transaction 
items; [0055]-[0056] 

detecting selection of the batch link; [0049] and 

presenting a list of the ACH batches in response to detecting selection of 
the batch link, the list of the ACH batches comprising the current status of each 
of the ACH batches and a plurality of detailed batch links, each of the detailed 
batch links comprising a link to a detailed status of a respective one of the ACH 
batches. [0055]-[0066] 

27. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 26, 
wherein said presenting step further comprises the steps of 

detecting selection of one of the detailed batch links; [0049] and 

presenting the detailed status of the respective one of the ACH batches 
corresponding to the selected detailed batch link, the detailed status comprising 

_the_current status, and the status, history-of-the corresponding one-of-the ACH — 

batches. [0061]-[0063] 

29. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 26, wherein the 
detailed batch links comprise one of an accepted batch link and a rejected batch 
link. [0050] 

30. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 21, wherein 
said presenting step comprises the steps of: 
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presenting a summary list of the ACH files, ACH batches, and ACH 
transaction items, the summary list comprising a file link to a list of ACH files, a 
batch link to a list of ACH batches, and an item link to a list of ACH transaction 
items; [0044]-[0045] 

detecting selection of the item link; [0049] and 

presenting a list of the ACH transaction items in response to detecting 
selection of the item link, the list of ACH transaction items comprising the current 
status of each of the ACH transaction items and a plurality of detailed item links, 
each of the detailed item links comprising a link to a detailed status of a respective 
one of the ACH transaction items. [0044]-[0050] 

31. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 30, wherein 
said presenting step further comprises the steps of: 

detecting selection of one of the detailed item links; [0049] and 

presenting the detailed status of the respective one of the ACH 
transaction items corresponding to the selected detailed item link, the detailed 
status comprising the current status and the status history of the corresponding 
one of the ACH transaction items. [0058] 

33. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 30, 
wherein the detailed item links comprise one of an accepted item link and a 
rejected item link. [0061] 
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34. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the computer-implemented method of Claim 21. 
[0033] 

35. A system for tracking and reporting the status of automated clearing 
house ("ACH") transactions processed by an ACH operator, comprising: 

an operator server that receives an ACH file from a customer for ACH 
processing, the ACH file comprising an ACH batch that comprises an ACH 
transaction item; [0033] 

a processing module that processes the ACH file, ACH batch, and ACH 
transaction item for acceptance; [003]-[0034] and 

a file tracking module that tracks a status of the ACH file during a plurality 
of processing events comprising at least one of receiving the ACH file, confirming 
the ACH file, and approving the ACH file and at least one of pending the ACH file 

— and-processing the ACH-file; [0038] 

wherein said file tracking module communicates the status of the file to 
the customer in response to a file status request from the customer. [0038] 

36. The system according to Claim 35, further comprising a record 
table, wherein said file tracking module tracks the file status by recording a date 
and time of each status change associated with completion of a respective one 
of the ACH file processing events. [0052] 
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37. The system according to Claim 36, wherein said file tracking 
module receives the file status request from the customer and retrieves the 
tracked file status from said record table for communication to the customer. 
[0038] 

38. The system according to Claim 35, wherein the status of the ACH 
file for a respective one of the ACH file processing events comprises . one of file 
not confirmed; confirmed, awaiting approval; approved; rejected; accepted; 
pending; ready; and downloaded. [0010] 

39. The system according to Claim 35, wherein the status 
communicated by said file tracking module comprises a status history of the 
ACH file indicating a plurality of status changes associated with the ACH file 
processing events. [0056] 

_40._ The_ system according _to_Claim 35,_wherein_the status 

communicated by said file tracking module comprises a current status of the 
ACH file associated with one of the ACH file processing events. [0010] 

43. The system according to Claim 35, further comprising a client 
computer that communicates the file status request from the customer and that 
receives the file status communicated by said file tracking module for presentation 
to the customer. [003 1] 
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44. The system according to Claim 35, wherein said file tracking module 
further tracks a status of the ACH batch in the ACH file during each of a plurality 
of ACH batch processing events and communicates the status of the batch to the 
customer in response to a batch status request from the customer. [0038] 

45. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said file tracking module 
receives the batch status request from the customer and retrieves the tracked 
batch status for communication to the customer. [0038] 

46. The system according to Claim 44, wherein the plurality of ACH 
batch processing events comprises at least one of pending the ACH batch and 
processing the ACH batch. [0010] 

47. The system according to Claim 46, wherein the status of the ACH 
batch for a respective one of the ACH batch processing events comprises one of 

rejected, accepted, and_pending._[001O] ... . 

49. The system according to Claim 35, wherein said file tracking module 
further tracks a status of the ACH transaction item in the ACH batch during an 
ACH transaction item processing event and communicates the status of the ACH 
transaction item to the customer in response to an item status request from the 
customer. [0061] 
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50. The system according to Claim 49, wherein said file tracking 
module receives the item status request from the customer and retrieves the tracked 
item status for communication to the customer. [0006] and [0052] 

5 1 . The system according to Claim 49, wherein the ACH transaction 
item processing event comprises processing the ACH transaction item. [0032] 

52. The system according to Claim 49, wherein the status of the ACH 
transaction item for the ACH transaction item processing event comprises one of 
accepted and rejected. [0061] 

54. A computer-implemented method for obtaining the status of 
automated clearing house ("ACH") transactions processed by an ACH operator, 
comprising: communicating an ACH file for ACH processing, the ACH file 
comprising an ACH batch that comprises an ACH transaction item; [0034] 

communicating _a file status request for t he ACH file_for_one_of_ a -._ 

plurality of ACH file processing events comprising at least one of receiving the 
ACH file, confirming the ACH file, and approving the ACH file and at least one 
of pending the ACH file and processing the ACH file; [0052] and 

receiving the status of the ACH file in response to the communicated file 
status request. [0061] 

55. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 54, 
wherein the received ACH file status for a respective one of the ACH file 
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processing events comprises one of file not confirmed; confirmed, awaiting 
approval; approved; rejected; accepted; pending; ready; and downloaded. [0061] 

57. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 54, further 
comprising the steps of: 

communicating a batch status request for the ACH batch for one of a 
plurality of ACH batch processing events comprising at least one of pending the 
ACH batch and processing the ACH batch; [0056] and 

receiving the ACH batch status in response to the communicated batch 
status request. [0061] 

5 8. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 57, wherein the 
received ACH batch status for a respective one of the ACH batch processing 
events comprises one of rejected, accepted, and pending. [0061] 



60. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 54, further 
comprising the steps of. 

communicating an item status request for the ACH transaction item for 
an ACH item processing event comprising processing the ACH transaction item; 
[0058] and 

receiving the status of the ACH transaction item in response to the 
communicated item status request. [0061] 
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61 . The computer-implemented method according to Claim 60, wherein 
the received ACH transaction item status for the ACH transaction item 
processing event comprises one of rejected and accepted. [0061] 



63. A computer-implemented method for tracking and reporting the status 
of batches of automated clearing house ("ACH') transactions processed by an ACH 
operator, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of ACH files from at least one sending customer, 
each of the ACH files comprising at least one ACH batch sent on behalf of an 
originator, and each ACH batch comprising at least one ACH transaction item; 
[0033] 

tracking a status of each of the ACH files, batches, and items during each 
of a plurality of ACH processing events; [0038] 

receiving a query from the originator to obtain the status of a tracked 
ACH batch comprising ACH transaction items for which the originator is 

responsible; [ 0050 ] 

retrieving the tracked status of the tracked ACH batch in response to the 
query; [0056] and 

presenting the tracked status of the tracked ACH batch. [0061] 



64. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 63, 
wherein the plurality of ACH processing events comprises at least one of 
receiving each of the ACH files, confirming each of the ACH files, approving 
each of the ACH files, processing each of the ACH files, processing each ACH 
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batch in each of the ACH files, and processing each ACH transaction item in 
each ACH batch. [0034] 

65. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 64, wherein 
the status of each of the ACH files, batches, and items for a respective one of the 
ACH processing events comprises one of file not confirmed; confirmed, awaiting 
approval; approved; rejected; accepted; pending; ready; and downloaded. [0061] 

66. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 63, wherein 
said presenting step comprising presenting a current status of the tracked ACH 
batch associated with a current one of the ACH processing events. [0061] 

67. The computer-implemented method according to Claim 63, wherein 
said presenting step comprises presenting a status history of the tracked ACH batch 
indicating a plurality of status changes associated with the ACH processing events. 

[0053]-[0054] : 

70. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the computer-implemented method of Claim 63. 
[0033] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 24, 28, 32, 41, 48, 53, 56, 59, 62 and 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the Guzman reference as stated above, and further in view of the Ballard 
et al. patent application (US 2003/0065941). 

The Guzman reference discloses all the elements of the claimed invention, as stated 
above, except for: 

Graphically depicting errors in header information of the ACH files, batch or item 
(Claims 7, 24, 28, 32, 41, 48, 53, 56, 59, 62 and 68). 

The Ballard reference teaches graphically depicting errors in header information of the 
ACH files (Ballard, [0050]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified the Guzman system with the teachings of the Ballard reference so as 
to provide more complete and informative transaction information. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 71-75 and 81-85 are allowed. 

Claim 42 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
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None of the prior art of record shows, teaches or discloses a financial tracking system that 
has an error ruler comprising a continuous string of data locations each corresponding to a 
respective location and order of the required characters in the header as presently claimed. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The Cole, Landry, Bozeman, Norton, Case, Repak, Clynes, Josephson, Higashiyama, 
Degen, Allan, Thomson and Hutchings references are all directed to various types of financial 
processing systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sandra Snapp whose telephone number is 703-305-6940. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this"^plicatibn 6Fproce^ingls~assi^ed is 703^872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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